
This project has received financial support from the European Union  
Directorate-General Justice DAPHNE III Programme 2007-2013:  
Combating violence towards children, adolescents and women  
(Just/2010/DAP3/AG/1395).

DAPHNE 
National Guidance Document 
Responses to Sexual Assault on Women

This publication has been produced with financial support from 
the European Union DAPHNE III Programme 2007-2013.

The DAPHNE III programme is managed by the  
European Commission Directorate-General for Justice  
and aims to contribute to the protection of children,  
young people and women against all forms of violence  
and to attain a high level of health protection, well-being  
and social cohesion. Its specific objective is to contribute  
to the prevention of, and the fight against, all forms of  
violence occurring in the public or the private domain,  
including sexual exploitation and trafficking of human beings.  
It aims to take preventive measures and provide support  
and protection for victims and groups at risk.

For more information see: http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants/
programmes/daphne/index_en.htm 

The information contained herein does not necessarily 
reflect the position or opinion of the European Commission. 
Responsibility for this publication lies with the author.  
The European Commission is not responsible for any use  
that may be made of the information contained herein.

Published by Victim Support Malta on behalf of the Comparing 
Sexual Assault Interventions (COSAI) project, April 2013.

Reproduction is authorised, except for commercial purposes, 
provided the source is acknowledged.

This document is also available online at www.cosai.eu

This project has received financial support from  
the European Union Directorate-General Justice  
DAPHNE III Programme 2007-2013:  
Combating violence towards children, adolescents  
and women (Just/2010/DAP3/AG/1395)

49, Conception Street, Msida 
Tel: (+356) 21223333 
info@victimsupportmalta.org



PREMISE

The traumas, loss 
and injuries suffered 
by sexual assault 
victims continue 
to be inadequately 
understood. In cases  
of sexual assault,  
one size fits none,  
and specialist response 
must be tailored around 
the very urgent needs  
of the victim,  
among which is the  
all-important guarantee 
of personal safety. 

Action is currently 
needed nationwide  
to deliver reliable 
services and carry out 
creditable research.

In view of the above, 
Victim Support Malta 
has established a 
sustained and leading 
role in setting up the 
first Sexual Assault 
Response Team in the 
country, and continues 
to underscore the 
urgency of the need to 
foster victims’ services.

PURPOSE OF 
AWARENESS  
AND PREVENTION

Programmes to engage and 
educate citizens, particularly men 
and boys are fundamental to the 
prevention and reduction of sexual 
assault against women.

Moreover, a clear and objective 
understanding of the motives  
and responsibility of perpetrators 
will help remove a prevailing 
‘victim-blaming’ perspective.

PURPOSE OF 
MULTI-SECTORAL 
COLLABORATION

An understanding of the common 
purpose among service providers, 
researchers, policy-makers and 
advocates for victims will be crucial 
to the improvement of services 
(including engaging in coordinated 
responses to fit diverse cases and 
in prevention programmes).

CRITICAL

1. Development and operation 
of one specialised Sexual 
Assault Response Team (SART), 
managed by Victim  
Support Malta. 

2. Compliance with EU 
requirements in providing  
a dedicated helpline (116)  
for victims.

3. Sensitization of and 
collaboration among service 
providers for the immediate 
protection of victims of  
Sexual Assault.

4. Outreach for victims - Free, 
effective and non-judgemental.

URGENT

1. Ratification of the United 
Nations Convention on 
preventing and combating 
violence against women  
and domestic violence  
(Istanbul Convention). 

2. Introduction of specific policies 
and an integrated approach  
in the delivery of services. 

3. Upholding of standards, 
consistency and availability  
of services on a  
multi-sectoral level.

STRONGLY RECOMMENDED

1. Setting up of regional contact 
centres (e.g. Health Clinics 
across Malta and Gozo), 
employing personnel  
with specialist training.

2. Thorough ongoing education 
on outreach, prevention and 
support in schools (in sensitive 
and age-appropriate formats),  
in the community and at  
policy-making level.

CHALLENGES
1. Early sexualisation of children.

2. Low prosecution and conviction rates of offenders.

3. Social stigmas affecting victims’ ability to be believed  
and be accepted in the community.

4. Revictimisation.

5. Current lack of effectively co-ordinated services.

SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES




