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Why a convention… 

! on violence against women     

               and domestic violence? 



CURRENT PROGRESS 

Entry into force: 10 ratifications 

! 26 signatures:
 
Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Ukraine and UK 

 !  3 ratifications: Albania, Portugal and Turkey 



"  Criminalises the following forms of VAW: 
"  Domestic violence: physical, sexual and 
psychological 

"  Sexual assault and rape 
"  Stalking 
"  Sexual harassment 
"  Forced marriage 
"  Female genital mutilation 
"  Forced abortion and forced sterilisation 

 

FORMS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

"  Tackles crimes in the name of so-called “honour” 



HOLISTIC  APPROACH  TO  COMBATING  VIOLENCE 

Istanbul Convention 

PREVENTION 

MONITORING 

INTEGRATED  
POLICIES 

PROSECUTION 

PROTECTION 



a.  non consensual vaginal, anal or oral penetration of a sexual   
nature of the body of another person with any bodily part or   
object;    

b.  other  non consensual acts of a sexual nature with a person;    

c.  causing another person to engage in non consensual acts of  
a sexual nature with a third person.   

 
 
         Consent must be given voluntarily as the result  
             of a person’s free will 
 

         Covers former or current spouses or partners 
 

ARTICLE 36  

SEXUAL VIOLENCE, INCLUDING RAPE  



PREVENTION 

"  Tackle attitudes, prejudices, gender roles and stereotypes 
through teaching material 

"   Regularly run awareness-raising campaigns 
 

"  Work closely with NGOs, the private sector  and the media 
    
 

    "  Actively involve men and boys    
 

 
 Address a culture where rape and sexual  

     violence are justified and condoned 



PROTECTION AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

"  Set-up shelters in sufficient numbers and in a wide geographic 
distribution 

"  Ensure that general support services can deal with or refer  
     victims of sexual assault 

"  Introduce free of charge 24/7 telephone helplines  that ensure  
     confidentiality 

"  Provide information on available support services  
     to victims  

  
 



SPECIALIST SUPPORT SERVICES 

"  immediate medical care 
"  medical and forensic 

examinations 
"  crisis intervention 
"  sexual health services 
"  referral to other services 

SARCs Rape Crisis Centres 

"  short/long-term help 
"  psychological and trauma 

care 
"  legal counselling  
"  individual /group support 
"  advocacy 
 
 appropriate, easily accessible, with specifically  

    trained staff, in sufficient numbers and in an  
    adequate geographic distribution      



MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR SUPPORT SERVICES 

 

  
 

"   1 rape crisis centre per every 200’000    
    inhabitants  
"    safe, clean and comfortable environments 
 

"    ensure confidentiality 
"    services 24/7, year round 
"    efficient referral protocols  
"    free of charge 
"    located in the same building 
"    child-friendly facilities 
"    provide interpreters and sufficient  
    women on staff 
 
 



ENSURING  PROSECUTION 

"   Allowing reporting: by individuals and by professionals 

"   Ex parte and ex officio proceedings in cases of sexual    
    violence, including rape 
   
"   Victims should not bear responsibility for deciding whether or  
    not the police and prosecution should take action: 
 

 -  investigations or prosecution does not depend on a   
               report  or complaint filed by a victim 
 

 -  proceedings may continue event if report or  
    complaint is withdrawn 

 

 
 



INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION 

"   Training professionals in close contact with victims. 

"   Systematically take into consideration, at all stages of the    
    investigation and application of protective measures and of   
    judicial proceedings, of the victim’s needs and safety 
 
"  Evidence relating to the sexual history and sexual conduct of 
the victim is to be allowed only when it is relevant and 
necessary. 

 
 
 

 
 

#  Time is important:  Immediate response,     
                                   prevention and protection! 



PROTECTIVE MEASURES DURING 
INVESTIGATIONS AND JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

 
 

Some examples:   
! Ensure that victims, witnesses and family members are safe 
from intimidation, retaliation and repeat victimisation 

! Protect the privacy and the image of the victim 

! Ensure that contact between victim and perpetrator is 
avoided 

! Provide competent interpreters  

! Allow victims to testify without being present 

! Prohibiting mandatory dispute resolution processes 



CONTACT

INFORMATION 

 

 
 
 
conventionviolence@coe.int 
  
 
www.coe.int/conventionviolence 


